CHAPTER SIX

ANIMAL CONTROL

Ordinance 1990-12—Definition of Pit Bull Sect 6-1-1

Ordinance 1993-13—Removal of Waste –Section 6-3-1

Ordinance 2009-01(Jan) --Addition of Cats-- Sect. 6-1-5; 6-2-3; 6-7-1 & 2

Ordinance 2009-08A (July)-- Deletion of Pit Bulls-- Sect. 6-1-1; 6-1-4

Ordinance 2009-11(Sept)---Maximum Number of Dogs/Cats --Section 6-1-4

Ordinance 2010-16-Sept-Revise wording on shelter/fines/dates changed/increase in fees

Section 6-1-1, 6-2-4, section 6-2-5, Section 6-2-6 and 6-7-2

Ordinance 2018-05 – Revise wording Section 6-1-1, 6-1-2, Add Section 6-1-9 

Restriction on the Keeping of Livestock May 21, 2018
ARTICLE 1:  In General

SEC.  6-1-1:  Definitions
Certain words, phrases and terms shall have the following definitions and/or meanings:

Animal Control Officer means any person designated by the City to enforce the rules and regulations established under this ordinance.

Animal Shelter means a facility operated by the City of Knoxville, Illinois to impound and care for dogs, cats or other animals.   (revised 9-7-10)

Bite means to seize or cut with teeth.

Cat means all members of the family genus felis.

City means the City of Knoxville, Knox County, Illinois.

City Confinement or Confinement by the City means to take an animal to the “Knoxville facility” for care when that animal bears or does not bear some item of identification which may be used to trace ownership and be held there for a maximum of ten regular business days.  (revised 9-7-2010)

Corporate Limits means the area of land located within the boundaries of the City.

Council means the City Council of the City.

Dangerous or Vicious Animal means any animal which has been known to attack or injure any person or other animal who was peacefully conducting itself where it lawfully may be.

Dog means all members of the family canidae.

SEC.  6-1-1:  Definitions (continuation No. 1)

Enclosure means a building or other structure strong enough to keep the confined animal away from other animals and the public.

Impoundment means to take an animal to the “animal shelter” for care for a maximum of ten days.  Unless redeemed by its owner, it then shall be turned over to the Galesburg Small Animal Hospital for adoption.  (revised 9-7-2010)

Knoxville Facility means a facility operated by the City of Knoxville to confine and care for a dog, cat or other animal under certain conditions and on an interim basis prior to redemption by the owner or “impoundment.”  (revised 9-7-2010)

Leash means a cord, chain, rope, strap or other such physical restraint having a tensile strength of not less than three hundred (300) pounds.

Livestock means all animals traditionally reared for agricultural purposes, or traditionally reared for purposes of producing commodities (such as meat, milk, eggs, leather, or fur) or for providing labor or transportation, regardless of whether the animals are currently being reared or kept for said purposes.  Livestock includes, but is not limited to, cattle, horses, mules, donkeys, bison, llamas, alpacas, pigs, goats, camels, poultry (chickens, turkeys, guinea fowl and like birds), pheasants, peafowl, ducks, geese, mink (and other furbearing mammals) and rabbits. (added 5-21-2018)
Muzzle means a device constructed of strong, soft material or a metal muzzle.  The muzzle must be made in a manner which will not cause injury to the dog or interfere with its vision or respiration, but must prevent it from biting any person or animal.

Nip means to pinch or squeeze with teeth with no breaking of skin or tissue.

Person means an individual, firm or corporation.

Ordinance means the Animal Control Ordinance of the City as incorporated in this chapter of the City Code.

Owner means any person owning, keeping or harboring an animal, or who has it in his/her care or acts as its custodian, or who knowingly permits a dog or other animal to remain on or about any premise occupied by him/her.

Residential Area means those areas of districts within the corporate limits of the City included in the general zoning classification of R (residential).

Restraint means secured by a leash or lead, or under the immediate control of a competent person and obedient to that person’s command.

Wild Animal means any monkey, raccoon, skunk, fox, poisonous snake, leopard, panther, tiger, lion, lynx or any other warm-blooded animal which can normally be found in the wild state.
SEC.  6-1-2:  Public Nuisance
The occurrence of any of the following shall be deemed to be a public nuisance:

(1) No person shall keep or maintain any animal, poultry or fowl in such a manner so as to cause unreasonable inconvenience or disturbance to other persons by reason of noise, odor or other cause;

(2) No person shall permit any dangerous or vicious dog (or other animal) to leave the premises of its owner when not under direct control by leash or other recognized control method.  The following shall be accepted as other recognized control methods:

(a) An animal within an enclosed automobile or truck, not being used as a public conveyance of humans; or 

(b) An animal which is securely muzzled or caged;

(3) No person shall permit any dangerous or vicious dog (or other animal) to be confined on the premises of the owner other than in an enclosure in such a manner as to prevent it coming in contact with other animals or the public;

(4) An animal which bites any person and/or another animal without provocation, on two or more different occasions, shall be deemed to be a public nuisance;

(5) No person shall keep or maintain any livestock unless the structure designed to shelter such animals is at least 100 feet from the line of adjoining property, provided, however, that a coop, enclosure or hutch, for the keeping of chickens or rabbits, as permitted under Sections 6-1-9(B) and 6-1-9(C) of this Code may be less than 100 feet from the line of adjoining property but must be at least 30 feet from the line of adjoining property; or (revised 5-21-2018)
(6) No person shall keep a wild animal within the corporate limits of the City without the prior approval of the City Council.

If the existence of a public nuisance is established, the owner of such dog or other animal shall be in violation of this ordinance.  Furthermore, the court may enter an order restraining the owner from maintaining such nuisance; and may order that said dog or other animal be humanely dispatched.

SEC.  6-1-3:  Keeping of Dogs and Cats
No person shall keep or maintain any dogs and/or cats on or about his/her premises in any manner which is in conflict with any section of this ordinance.

SEC. 6-1-4:  Maximum Number of Dogs and/or Cats   (Added 9/8/2009)

No person shall keep, allow to be kept, or maintain more than four (4) adult dogs and/or 

cats on or about any premises within the City.  

The business premises of a properly licensed animal breeder or veterinarian shall be

exempt from application of this Section.

Any person owning more than four (4) dogs and/or cats which are properly licensed

pursuant to Section 6-7-1 of the Municipal Code as of the effective date of this Section, may continue to keep and maintain those particular animals until the number of dogs and/or cats is reduced to four through death or other disposition of the animals.

SEC.  6-1-5:  Rabies Inoculation
No person within the City shall permit any dog or cat owned by him/her (or in his/her custody or control) to be on any public street, sidewalk, alley or other public place, or upon the private property of any person other than such owner, unless said dog or cat shall have a collar firmly attached around its neck with a tag (which is issued by Knox County) evidencing a current rabies inoculation.  Any person owning or having in his custody or control a dog or cat which does not have such a collar firmly attached around its neck with a tag evidencing a current rabies inoculation shall keep such dog or cat confined on his/her premises at all times.  This does not eliminate the requirements for rabies inoculation as required by State law.

SEC.  6-1-6:  Dog Muzzles
Whenever the Mayor shall by proclamation declare that danger from rabies is great, it shall be unlawful to permit any dog to go upon any public street, alley, sidewalk or other public place unless such dog is securely muzzled.

SEC.  6-1-7:  Dogs or Cats in Heat
The owner of any female dog or cat shall, during the period when said female is in heat, keep said female confined in an enclosure in such a manner so that said female cannot come into contact with male dogs or cats, except for the purpose of planned breeding.

SEC.  6-1-8:  Yard Requirements
Any house, shelter, kennel, run or other such structure primarily used to fence or house cats or dogs shall be so located so as to be at least 10 feet from the line of the adjoining property.

SEC. 6-1-9:  Restrictions on the Keeping of Livestock (added 5-21-2018)
A. Except as provided in subparagraphs (B) and (C) of this Section, no livestock shall be kept within the City of Knoxville on any parcel of land which is smaller than five acres in size. 
B. A maximum of five female chickens (hens) may be kept on any one parcel within the City, provided that all of the following conditions are met:

(1) No roosters are kept on the parcel;

(2) The chickens are, at all times, housed in a coop or similar dedicated enclosure, and are not housed in a garage, porch, house or building intended for human habitation.  The coop or dedicated enclosure may include a run, but if a run is included, it shall be no larger than 10 by 10 feet, and it shall be securely attached to the coop or dedicated enclosure in a manner that prevents cats, dogs, or wild animals from gaining entry.  The coop or dedicated enclosure, along with its runs, must be located in the backyard of any residential property;

(3) The owner of the parcel maintains the poultry operation in such a fashion as to discourage the harboring, or attraction of, rodents, maggots, flies and vermin.  Waste, including feed and manure and waste eggs, shall be disposed of it in a sanitary manner.   
C. On parcels less than five acres of size, a maximum of five rabbits may be kept.  Rabbits may be housed within a residence or within a hutch located in the backyard of a residence.  Any hutch shall be securely designed to prevent cats, dogs, or wild animals from gaining entry, and the hutch shall be maintained in such as fashion as to discourage the harboring, or attraction of, rodents, maggots, flies and vermin.  
D. The restrictions set forth in this Section with respect to the keeping of livestock (including chickens and rabbits) are in addition to all other restrictions set forth in the Knoxville City Code, including, but not limited to, all restrictions set forth in Section 6-1-2 of the Knoxville City Code.   

ARTICLE 2:  Animal Bites and Animals at Large

SEC.  6-2-1:  Procedure by Owner When Animal Bites Any Person
The owner of any dog, cat or other animal which bites any human being shall, within 24 hours, notify the Knox County Illinois Rabies Control Officer through the Knox County Courthouse, and the Knoxville Police or Animal Control Officer through the City Clerk’s 
office; shall keep such dog, cat or other animal locked up in an enclosure for a period of time required by State law following the time the dog, cat or other animal has bitten a person; and shall have the dog, cat or other animal examined by a licensed veterinarian at the beginning and end of the required observation period.

SEC.  6-2-2:  Procedure by City When Animal Bites Any Person
If a dog, cat or other animal which bites any human being is captured by the Knoxville Police or Animal Control Officer and that animal bears some item of identification which may be used to trace ownership, that animal shall be returned to its owner without any 

charge, fee or fine provided the owner can be located and accepts the responsibility for compliance with Section 6-2-1 above within 12 hours of the biting incident.

(1) If the owner cannot be located within the 12-hour period, the Knoxville Police or Animal Control Officer shall comply with the reporting requirements of Section 6-2-1 above and shall take that animal to a City-designated veterinarian for examination and safe keeping during the required period of observation by State law.  If the owner can be located subsequent to the time that the animal is taken to the veterinarian, the owner may reclaim that animal under the same provisions as if that animal had been confined or impounded plus the payment of the veterinarian charges.  If the owner does not reclaim the animal upon the expiration of the required observation period, that animal shall be humanely dispatched by the veterinarian.

(2) If the owner can be located within the 12-hour period but refuses to accept responsibility for the animal under the provisions of Section 6-2-1 above, then that animal shall be handled under the provisions of sub-section (3) below.

(3) If a dog, cat or other animal which bites any human being is captured by the Knoxville Police or Animal Control Officer and that animal bears no item of identification which may be used to trace ownership, the Knoxville Police or Animal Control Officer shall comply with the reporting requirements of Section 6-2-1 above and take that animal to a City-designated veterinarian to be humanely dispatched and have the remains sent to the State laboratory for examination.

SEC.  6-2-3:  Animals at Large Prohibited
No person shall permit or allow any dog or cat owned or kept by him/her to run at large within the corporate limits of the City.  Any dog or cat which goes upon any public street, 

sidewalk, alley or other public place, or upon any private property other than that of the owner of said dog or cat, shall be deemed to be running at large, unless such dog or cat is firmly held on a leash, or is in an enclosed vehicle, or is then and there (within sight 

and sound) under the complete control of a competent person and obedient to that person’s command.

Any dog or cat found running at large upon a public street, sidewalk, alley, school ground, or other public place, or upon any private property other than that of the owner of such dog or cat shall be confined and/or impounded by the Knoxville Police or Animal Control Officer.  Provided, however, any vicious dog, (or other animal) which has bitten 

a human being and cannot be safely captured, may be slain by the Knoxville Police or Animal Control Officer.

SEC.  6-2-4:  Confinement and/or Impoundment Procedure  (revised 9-7-2010)
Any cat, dog or other animal which is picked up by the Knoxville Police or Animal Control Officer shall be confined or impounded as follows:

(1) If the animal bears some item of identification which may be used to trace ownership, the Police or Animal Control Officer shall take that animal to the Knoxville facility for confinement and notify the City Clerk’s office to identify and notify the owner regarding the animal’s confinement and redemption procedures.  If the owner cannot be located, or is located but does not redeem the animal within ten regular business days, such animal shall be taken to the Galesburg Small Animal Hospital for adoption. (revised 9-7-2010)
(2) If the animal bears no item of identification which may be used to trace ownership, the Police or Animal Control Officer shall take that animal to the Knoxville facility for confinement and the City Clerk’s office will run a “found” ad in the local newspaper.  The animal will be kept for ten days and then taken to the Galesburg Small Animal

Hospital for adoption.  (revised 9-7-2010)

SEC.  6-2-5:  Redemption of City Confined Animal by Owner  (revised 9-7-2010)

In order to redeem a dog, cat or other animal which has been confined by the City, the owner shall pay to the City of Knoxville through the City Clerk’s office a redemption fee
as established by the City Council by resolution from time to time (Reference Appendix A SEC 6-2-5-A). 

SEC.  6-2-5:  Redemption of City Confined Animal by Owner (continuation No. 1)

In addition to the redemption fee, the owner shall pay to the City of Knoxville through the City Clerk’s office a boarding fee as established by City Council resolution from time 

to time (Reference Appendix A SEC.  6-2-5-B) for the board of such animal for each day or fraction of a day for which it has been confined by the City.

In the event any City confined dog does not have a current rabies tag, the owner redeeming such dog shall pay, in addition to the above charges, the veterinary fee for rabies inoculation for the current year.  Such inoculation shall be given within 48 hours of redemption and proof submitted to the City Clerk’s Office. (added 9-7-2010).

In the event any City confined dog does not have a current city dog license tag, the owner redeeming such dog shall pay, in addition to the above charges, a fee of $25.00

for not having a current tag.  (added 9-7-2010)

In addition to the above-mentioned fees, the owner of a City confined animal will be subject to the fines section of this chapter.

SEC.  6-2-6:  Redemption of Impounded Animal by Owner  (revised 9-7-2010)

In order to redeem a dog, cat or other animal which has been impounded at the Knoxville facility, the owner shall pay to the City Clerk’s office all charges due. (revised 

9-7-2010)

In addition to the above-mentioned charges, the owner of an impounded animal shall be subject to the redemption fee provided in SEC. 6-2-5 as well as be subject to the fines section of this chapter.

ARTICLE 3:  Care of Animals
SEC.  6-3-1:  Removal of Waste Material
If any animal, including but not limited to dogs and horses, deposits fecal waste on any public place or private property other than that of the owner, that owner shall be responsible for the removal of any solid waste material deposited by his/her animal.  (Amended 11-15-93)

SEC.  6-3-2:  Premises to be Clean

The owner of any animal or bird shall maintain the premises wherein such animals or birds are kept in a clean and sanitary condition, free from rodents, vermin and disagreeable odors and waste.
SEC.  6-3-3:  Food and Water
The owner of any animal or bird shall provide food and water of adequate quality and quantity for animals or birds in accordance with the needs of such animals or birds.

SEC.  6-3-4:  Shelter
The owner of any animal or bird shall provide adequate shelter from the elements for said animal or bird.  For such animals or birds which are kept out-of-doors, adequate

shelter shall be a structure with a top and enclosed sides, except for an opening large enough for the passage of such animal or bird.

SEC.  6-3-5:  Veterinary Care
The owner of any animal or bird shall, when necessary to prevent suffering of such animal or bird, provide veterinary care for such animal or bird.

SEC.  6-3-6:  Impoundment Authorized
The Police or Animal Control Officer is hereby authorized to remove from any premises and impound any animal or bird, if the owner has not complied with any or all of the requirements under this article.


ARTICLE 4:  Cruelty to Animals

SEC.  6-4-1:  Cruelty to and Endangering of Animals
No person shall beat, cruelly ill treat, torment or abuse any animal or bird.  No person shall throw or deposit any poisonous substance on any exposed or private place where it may endanger any animal.

SEC.  6-4-2:  Inhumane Treatment
No person shall tie, confine or otherwise restrain any animal or bird in such a manner as to constitute cruel or inhumane treatment.

SEC.  6-4-3:  Abandonment

No person shall abandon any animal within the corporate limits of the City or where it may become a public charge or may suffer injury, hunger or exposure.

SEC.  6-4-4:  Fighting or Baiting
No person may own, operate, manage, maintain, charge admission to or be a patron at any place used for the purpose of fighting or baiting any bull, bear, dog, cock or other animal.

SEC.  6-4-5:  Selling Pets
No person may sell, offer for sale, barter or give away as a pet or a novelty any rabbit or any baby chick, duckling or other fowl which has been dyed, colored or otherwise treated to impart an artificial color thereto.  Baby chicks or ducklings shall not be sold, offered for sale, bartered or given away as pets or novelties.

SEC.  6-4-6:  Poisoning
Except as otherwise allowed pursuant to State law, no person may knowingly poison or cause to be poisoned any dog or other domestic animal.

SEC.  6-4-7:  Impoundment Procedure
Any Police or Animal Control Officer is hereby authorized to remove from any premises and impound any animal or bird on which cruel treatment as defined in this article is being inflicted.

ARTICLE 5:  Disposal of Dead Animals Within City Limits
SEC.  6-5-1:  Prohibited Disposal
No person shall deposit, place or throw any dead animal or fatally sick or injured animal, or part thereof, on any public or private place, or into any reservoir, sewer or well, or on the banks of any stream, lake, pond or other body of water.

SEC.  6-5-2:  Burial
All dead animals, or parts thereof, may be buried at a distance of not less than 100 feet of any residence or well; and the carcass shall be placed at least four feet underground to the upper part of the carcass and be well covered with dirt.

SEC.  6-5-3:  Immediate Disposal
No person shall fail to immediately dispose of any dead animal found upon the property under his possession or control.

ARTICLE 6:  Exceptions to Ordinance
SEC.  6-6-1:  Exceptions
Upon a proper showing therefore, and upon due and convincing proof being made to the Council of unique and unusual circumstances under which the strict enforcement of this ordinance would result in extreme and peculiar hardship for the person involved, the Council may grant special permission to said person to do some act contrary to the 
letter of this ordinance.  The granting of any special permission may be approved by the Council only after a public hearing has been held by such Council.  A legal notice shall 
be published at least one time in a newspaper of general circulation within the corporate limits of the City.  Said notice shall set forth the nature of the public hearing, the property involved and the date, time and place of the scheduled hearing; and shall be published at least five calendar days prior to the hearing date.  A fee as determined by the City Council (Reference Appendix A SEC. 6-6-1-A) shall accompany any request for such special permission.

ARTICLE 7:  Dog Licenses
SEC.  6-7-1:  Dog and Cat Licenses Required  (Added-Cats 1-5-2009)

It shall be the duty of every person owning, keeping or harboring any dog or cat in the City to obtain a City license for it from the City Clerk.

SEC.  6-7-2:  Dog or Cat License Fee (revised 9-7-2010)

Every person desiring a dog or cat license shall pay an annual license fee as determined by City Council resolution from time to time for every non-neutered male dog or cat, every spayed female dog or cat, and every unspayed female dog or cat (Reference Appendix A SEC. 6-7-2-A).  The license fee shall be paid on or before May 31st of each year, or within five days after acquiring a dog or cat when such dog or cat is acquired after May 31st in any license year.  For a newly acquired dog or cat, such fee shall be one-half the regular fee starting December 1, 2010.
SEC. 6-7-3:  Dog or Cat License Tags
The person paying the dog or cat license fee shall receive from the City Clerk a metal dog license tag containing such lettering as may be directed by the Mayor, without any extra charge therefore.  Every dog or cat licensed pursuant to this article shall be equipped with a collar and this tag shall be fastened to such collar at all times when such dog or cat is on any public street, sidewalk or upon the private property of any person other than the owner.

SEC.  6-7-4:  Dog or Cat License Records
The City Clerk shall keep a dog and cat license record in which shall be listed the owner of all dogs and cats licensed pursuant to this article with a description of such dog or cat and notation as to the payment of its license fee.
ARTICLE 8:  Enforcement and Penalties
SEC.  6-8-1:  Enforcement
It shall be a violation of this ordinance to interfere with the Police or an Animal Control Officer, or the County staff member, in the performance of his/her duties under this ordinance.

SEC.  6-8-2:  Fines
Any person violating, disobeying, neglecting or refusing to comply with, or resisting enforcement of, any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to the provisions of SEC. 1-1-11.

SEC.  6-8-3:  Relation to State Law
This ordinance is in addition to the provisions of, and is not intended to preempt, the Animal Control Act of Illinois.

